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Here are some activities you can do together to “Craft together, learn forever”.

1.

Family story quilt

Choose fabrics that remind you of a
special memory. Sew them together as
a family while sharing the story behind
each piece.

DIY comic strips

Fold paper into panels and create a
short comic with your family. Include
drawings and bubbles to write what the
people are saying.

Kindness catcher

Share acts of kindness with your family
and make a kindness catcher that
includes words of inspiration, funny
jokes and compliments.

Puppetmaster

Make puppets using paper bags or
socks. Write a short play as a family
then put on a show.

Time capsule

Create a time capsule by decorating a
box, dating it and asking each family
member to include a secret item inside.
Check back in one year and talk about
what you find in the box.

Origami fun

Go online together as a family and find
an origami craft to make. Each family
member takes turns following a step.
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7.

Story stones

Paint simple images (sun, tree, animal,
house) on stones. Mix and match
them to create and tell stories with
your family.

Yarn time

Start a knitting or crochet project by
finding easy patterns at your local
library. You can keep your creation or
donate it to a local shelter.

Storytelling collage

Use cutouts and drawings to create a
scene, then take turns as a family to
tell or write the story behind it.

10.Family aquarium

Go online or the library to learn about
different fish and then make a paper
plate aquarium together with your
favourite fish.
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Paper Plate Aquarium

Create your own underwater world as a family! Turn simple household materials
into a colourful aquarium craft filled with fish, seaweed and ocean fun.

4 I

What you'll need:

« 2 paper plates - glue

+ blue and brown paint - stapler

« paintbrush or sponge . scissors

- markers - optional: glitter,

- cardboard from a cereal googly eyes

box or other packaging

- J
Instructions:

1. Create the ocean: Paint one paper plate blue to make
your underwater background. Optional: Sprinkle on glitter
while the paint is wet for extra sparkle.

2. Add sandy texture: Dip your finger into the brown paint
and press fingerprints along the bottom of the plate to
create a sandy ocean floor.

3. Design your sea creatures: Draw fish, seaweed, coral, or
other ocean animals onto cardboard from a cereal box or
package.

4. Cut and attach: Carefully cut out your ocean shapes and
glue them onto the painted paper plate.

5. Add details: Glue on googly eyes or draw eyes and
patterns on your fish using markers.

6. Make the aquarium frame: Cut out the centre circle of
the second paper plate to make a frame. Place it over your
aquarium scene and attach the two plates with staples.

Take it further

Bring your aquarium to life with storytelling. Give your fish names, tell a story
about what happens in your aquarium and describe your ocean creatures.
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Building Block Family

Build, stack and create! These simple interlocking cards are fun to make
together and can be used to build all kinds of things.

4 )
What you'll need:
» cardboard « paint
* ruler « paintbrush or sponge
« pencil - markers
* scissors
- J
Instructions:

1. Measure and cut: Use a ruler and pencil to draw
rectangles measuring 4 inches by 5 inches on
cardboard. Cut out each rectangle.

2. Add connecting slits: Cut a 1-inch slit in the centre
of each short side. On the longer sides, measure
about 1% inches from each end and cut two more
1-inch slits on each longer side.

3. Decorate your cards: Paint the cardboard pieces and
let dry. Add extra coats if you want brighter colours.
You can add a letter on each piece with a marker so
you can make words while you build.

4. Start building: Slide the slits together to connect the
cards and create towers, shapes, animals, words or
anything you can imagine.

Take it further

Have one person describe a structure while another
person tries to rebuild it by listening to the instructions.
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DIY Suncatcher

Let the sunshine in! Create colourful suncatchers with your family that brightens any window.
This simple craft uses everyday materials to turn artwork into glowing window art.

4 )
What you'll need:
« colouring page or plain + small bowl
RaR<l - popsicle sticks

- tissue paper (optional) - glue

+ pencil crayons - paint (optional)

- scissors - tape

+ 1tsp of cooking ol - string or yarn

- cotton ball
L J
Instructions:

1. Decorate your paper: Colour in a colouring page or
decorate a piece of paper by gluing small pieces of tissue
paper onto the paper.

2. Cut out a shape: Draw a square in the centre of the page
and carefully cut it out.

3. Make it shine: Pour the cooking oil into your bowl. Dip a
cotton ball lightly into the oil and tap it onto the paper
square. Let it dry for about 5 minutes.

4. Build the frame: Use popsicle sticks and glue to make a
frame around the outside edges of your paper. You can
decorate the frame with pencil crayons or paint.

5. Hang your suncatcher: Tape a piece of string or yarn to
the top of the frame and hang your suncatcher near a m““\(”
window to catch the sunlight. A%\

Take it further

Take turns describing your suncatchers and talk about
how sunlight changes the colours and patterns.

FamilyLiteracyDay.ca 5



@Craﬂ together,
learn forever
Friendship Bracelets

Make colourful friendship bracelets to wear or share with someone special in
your family. This fun craft helps build fine motor and patterning skills!

4 I
What you'll need:
« embroidery floss or thin yarn
- scissors
- tape or safety pin

Instructions:

1. Measure each string of floss or yarn
the length from your shoulder to your
fingertips and cut the strings.

2. Tie the strings together at one end
with a knot. Tape the knot to a table
or pin it to a pillow or your clothes.

3. Braid the strings for about
3 inches and tie another knot.
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Instructions continued:
4. Start making knots:

« Take the two strings on the far left.

+ Pass the first string over the second
string to tie a knot, pulling the first
string to the back.

+ Hold the second string straight and pull
the first string to make a tight knot.

- Make a second knot the same way.

« Keep moving across the row to the right,
using the first string to make two knots
in each string until you reach the end.

« Start the next row by using the new
far-left string and tying two knots in
each string of the row.

5. Continue making rows of knots until your
bracelet is long enough for your wrist.

6. Make another knot at the end of the
bracelet, then braid from the knot to
about 3 inches. Make a knot at the end of
the braid and trim the extra string.

7. Tie your bracelet on or give it to someone
in your family!

Take it further
Make matching bracelets for family or friends
and write a note to give with your bracelet.
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Kindness Catcher

Make a fun paper kindness catcher filled with simple acts of kindness to share
with family and friends!

What you'll need:
» Square piece of paper
» Markers or coloured pencils JU—

Instructions: ) ) / \
1. Fold the paper in half to make a triangle. \/
Open it back up.

2. Fold the paper into a triangle againusing e @

the opposite corners. Open it back up.

3. Fold each corner into the centre of the
square.

4. Turn the paper over and fold the corners
into the centre again.

5. Write the numbers 1-8 on the inside
triangles.

6. Lift each flap and write a different act of
kindness underneath. ldeas could include:

+ Give someone a compliment

- Share a toy

- Tell a joke = w
~ Iz
+ Help clean up 9 g

- Give a high five
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Instructions continued:

7. Flip the paper over and colour the outside
flaps with different colours or designs.

8. Fold the paper and slide your thumbs and index
fingers under the flaps to make your kindness catcher.

How to play:

1. Have someone choose a colour.

2. Spell the colour while opening and closing
the catcher for each letter.

3. Have them choose a number they see inside
the catcher.

4. Open and close the catcher while counting
the number.

5. Let them choose one more number they see

inside.
6. Lift the flap and read the act of kindness G
underneath the number they chose. s e
7 8
o — 0 -
7. Complete the kindness challenge together! o o o o
h € h €

Take it further
Think of new acts of kindness to add and keep track of
how many acts of kindness you complete in one week.
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Snowman Family

Turn empty toilet paper rolls into a cheerful snowman family! Dress them up
with scarves, hats and silly faces to create your own winter decorations.

4 )
What you'll need:
« empty toilet paper rolls - markers or crayons
» white paint « coloured paper, fabric
- paintbrush or sponge scraps or felt

- scissors - googly eyes (optional)

« glue or tape
- J

Instructions:

1. Paint the toilet paper rolls white and let them dry.

2. Cut eachroll into 3 or 4 rings.

3. Decorate the outside of each ring to look like part -
of a snowman body: 4 _____ . — p
- Draw eyes, a carrot nose and a mouth W B ; n

- Make hats, scarves or earmuffs

« Add drawn buttons and mittens
- Draw winter boots

4. Mix and match the pieces to create different
snowman characters.

5. Display your snowman family around your home
for winter fun!

Take it further

Give each snowman a name and personality, and count how
many different snowmen you can make from three rolls.
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Time Capsule

Create a family time capsule to capture memories, favourite things and special
moments from today. In one year, open it together and see what has changed!

4 )
What you'll need: -
i “ 2 i
« A shoebox or small container > Q‘Z_;k% <
+ Pencil, crayons or markers
0 -~ 45
- Tape or glue
- Small keepsakes or photos & *
J

-

Instructions:

1. Find a box or container and decorate it however you like.

2. Write today'’s date on the outside of the box.

3. Work with your family to fill out the “My Time Capsule” sheet.
4

. Choose one or two small items to place inside the box. These could include:

+ A drawing + A ticket stub
+ A photo - A favourite recipe
- A small toy + A note to your future self

5. Ask each family member to add something to the box.
6. Put all the items inside and close the box.

7. Choose a date one year from now to open your time capsule
toether. Mark the date on a calendar.

8. When you open the box next year, read the notes and
compare what has changed!

Take it further
Trace your handprint and measure your height and compare it again in one year.
Schools!

Create a class time capsule at school. Each student can contribute a worksheet or small
item. Open it together on the last day of the school year!
\ J
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My Time Capsule

My name is:

Today's date: lam years old.

My Favourite Things

Favourite food: Favourite song:

Favourite book: Favourite activity:

About Me

Something | am really good at:

Something | want to learn this year:

When | grow up, | want to be:

Three words that describe me:

1. 2. 3.

Family and Fun

My favourite thing to do with my family:

Something that makes me happy:

Looking ahead. One thing | hope will happen this year:
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