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49% of adult Canadians have literacy skills 
that fall below a high school level, which 
negatively affects their ability to function 
at work and in their personal lives.

19% function at the lowest level, where they 
may, for example, be unable to read the 
dosage instructions on a medicine bottle. 

51% of adult Canadians score in the three 
lowest skill levels in numeracy, down from 
54% in 2012. 

Adults who are employed demonstrate 
higher literacy and numeracy levels than 
Canadians who are unemployed or out of 
the labour force.

Canada ranked 10th out of the 31 OECD 
countries evaluated by the PIAAC (The 
Programme for the International Assessment 
of Adult Competencies) on the percentage 
of adults with suitable literacy skills. 

Adults who score at the highest levels of the 
proficiency scale were significantly more 
likely to report high levels of life satisfaction 
and being in very good or excellent health.
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